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STATE OF MONTANA
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATI ON
1424 9TH AVENUE P.0.BOX 201601 HELENA, MONTANA 59620-1601

GENERAL ABSTRACT

Water Right Number: 40J 40938-00 STATEMENT OF CLAIM
Version: 2 -- ORIGINAL RIGHT

Version Status: ACTIVE

Owners: USA (DEPT OF INTERIOR BUREAU OF RECLAMATION)
PO BOX 30137
BILLINGS, MT 59107-0137

Priority Date: NOVEMBER 2, 1903

Enforceable Priority Date:  NOVEMBER 2, 1903
Typeof Historical Right: FILED

Purpose (use): SALE
Purpose Clarification: STORAGE FOR MULTIPLE USES
Irrigation Type: SPRINKLER/FLOOD

THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT WAS SUBMITTED BY THE CLAIMANT WITH AN
AMENDMENT ON 10/16/2008: THE WATER MADE AVAILABLE BY THIS WATER
RIGHT IS DIVERTED TO STORAGE AND IS SUBSEQUENTLY USED THROUGH
CONTRACTS WITH THIRD PARTIES OR IS USED FOR INCIDENTAL, NON-
CONSUMPTIVE PURPOSES AT THE RESERVOIR. THE WATER STORED IN
NELSON RESERVOIR HAS HISTORICALLY BEEN USED FOR IRRIGATION, FISH
AND WILDLIFE, RECREATION, MUNICIPAL, INDUSTRIAL, STOCK, DOMESTIC,
AND LAWN AND GARDEN PURPOSES BY THE MILK RIVER PROJECT.

Maximum Flow Rate: 600.00 CFS

Maximum Volume: 79,224.00 AC-FT
Source Name: MILK RIVER
Source Type: SURFACE WATER
Point of Diversion and Means of Diversion:
ID Govt Lot QtrSec Sec Twp Rge County
1 4 SENWSE 26 31N 26E PHILLIPS

Period of Diversion: JANUARY 1 TO DECEMBER 31
Diversion Means. DIVERSION DAM

Ditch Name: DODSON SOUTH CANAL

THE HEADGATE FOR THE DODSON SOUTH CANAL IS LOCATED IN LOT 13 SEC 26
TWP 31N RGE 26E PHILLIPS COUNTY.

THE DODSON SOUTH CANAL TRANSPORTS WATER TO NELSON RESERVOIR.
WATER STORED IN NELSON RESERVOIR IS RELEASED INTO THE NELSON SOUTH
CANAL TO SERVE THAT PORTION OF THE MALTA IRRIGATION DISTRICT BELOW
NELSON RESERVOIR. THE NELSON NORTH CANAL IS USED TO CONVEY WATER
STORED IN NELSON RESERVOIR TO THE MILK RIVER WHICH IS USED AS A
NATURAL CARRIER TO THE GLASGOW IRRIGATION DISTRICT DIVERSION IN LOT
2 SEC 7 TWP 30N RGE 37E VALLEY COUNTY.

Reservoir: OFF STREAM  Reservoir Name NELSON RESERVOIR
Govt Lot OtrSec Sec Twp Rge County

N2SENE 14 32N 32E PHILLIPS
Diversion to Reservoir: DIVERSION # 1

Dam Height: 28.00 FEET
Depth: 20.00 FEET
Surface Area: 4,320.00 ACRES

Current Capacity: 79,224.00 ACRE-FEET
SEE THE RESERVOIR WORKSHEET IN THE CLAIM FILE FOR ADDITIONAL
RESERVOIR DATA.

Period of Use: MARCH 1 to NOVEMBER 15
Place of Use:
ID Acres Govt Lot OtrSec Sec Twp Rge County
1 1 27N 40E VALLEY
2 2 27N 40E VALLEY
3 3 27N 40E VALLEY
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THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT WAS SUBMITTED BY THE CLAIMANT WITH AN
AMENDMENT ON 10/16/2008: THE BENEFICIAL USE OF THE WATER IS GOVERNED
BY CONTRACTS INCLUDING MUNICIPAL USES IN THE TOWNS OF HAVRE,
CHINOOK, AND HARLEM, IRRIGATION OF 119,731 ACRES, STOCK , AND LAWN AND
GARDEN USES WITHIN THE FORT BELKNAP IRRIGATION DISTRICT (6,482 ACRES),
ZURICH IRRIGATION DISTRICT (7,664 ACRES), ALFALFA VALLEY IRRIGATION
DISTRICT (3,664 ACRES), HARLEM IRRIGATION DISTRICT (11,148 ACRES),
PARADISE VALLEY IRRIGATION DISTRICT (8,315 ACRES), DODSON IRRIGATION
DISTRICT (1,006 ACRES), MALTA IRRIGATION DISTRICT (42,487 ACRES), GLASGOW
IRRIGATION DISTRICT (18,011 ACRES), THE FORT BELKNAP INDIAN IRRIGATION
PROJECT (10,425 ACRES), AND 10,529 ACRES UNDER PRIVATE IRRIGATION, FISH
AND WILDLIFE USE AT BOWDOIN NATIONAL WILDLIFE AND OTHER
MISCELLANEOUS USES. WATER IS ALSO BENEFICIALLY USED AROUND NELSON
RESERVOIR LAND FOR FISH AND WILDLIFE AND RECREATION USES. THE
NELSON RESERVOIR CLAIM ONLY INCLUDES THAT AREA THAT CAN BE
PHYSICALLY SERVED BY WATER STORED IN NELSON RESERVOIR. THAT
SERVICE ARE GENERALLY INCLUDES LANDS SERVED BY THE NELSON SOUTH
CANAL AND LANDS ALONG THE MILK RIVER FROM CREE CROSSING
DOWNSTREAM TO NEAR NASHUA, MONTANA, THE END OF THE MILK RIVER
PROJECT

Remarks:
THE POINT OF DIVERSION WAS AMENDED BY THE CLAIMANT ON 04/30/1982.

THE COMPLETE SET OF DOCUMENTATION, MAPS AND OTHER RELATED MATERIALS CAN BE OBTAINED
BY REVIEWING FILE NO. 40932-00 AND 40929-00.

THIS CLAIM NUMBER WAS NOT INCLUDED IN THE BASIN 40S PRELIMINARY DECREE ISSUED 12/29/1999.
THIS CLAIM NUMBER WAS NOT INCLUDED IN THE BASIN 40N PRELIMINARY DECREE ISSUED 08/13/1985.

THIS CLAIM NUMBER WAS NOT INCLUDED IN THE BASIN 40K TEMPORARY PRELIMINARY DECREE
ISSUED 11/21/1989.

THIS CLAIM NUMBER WAS NOT INCLUDED IN THE BASIN 40L TEMPORARY PRELIMINARY DECREE
ISSUED 01/16/1985.

THIS APPROPRIATION OF WATER TAKES FROM THE MIDDLE MILK RIVER DRAINAGE (BASIN 40J) AND
USES IT IN THE MIDDLE MILK RIVER DRAINAGE (BASIN 40J), THE LOWER MILK MILK RIVER DRAINAGE
(BASIN 400), THE BEAVER CREEK DRAINAGE (BASIN 40M), THE ROCK CREEK DRAINAGE (BASIN 40N),
THE MISSOURI RIVER DRAINAGE BELOW FORT PECK RESERVOIR (BASIN 40S), THE FRENCHMAN CREEK
DRAINAGE (BASIN 40L), AND THE WHITEWATER CREEK DRAINAGE (BASIN 40K) . ANY OBJECTION TO
THIS RIGHT MAY BE FILED DURING THE OBJECTION PERIODS FOR EITHER THE POINT OF DIVERSION
OR PLACE OF USE BASIN.

AN AMENDMENT WAS SUBMITTED ON 10/16/2008 TO AMEND THE PURPOSE, PERIOD OF USE,

PRIORITY DATE AND PLACE OF USE. THE AMENDMENT SUBSTANTIALLY CHANGES THE ORIGINALLY
FILED STATEMENT OF CLAIM.

THE CLAIMED FLOW RATE OF 600 CFS FROM THE DODSON SOUTH CANAL APPEARS TO EXCEED THE

MAXIMUM CAPACITY OF 590 CFS AS INDICATED IN DOCUMENTATION SUBMITTED WITH PROJECT
CLAIMS.

NO GUIDELINES FOR THIS PURPOSE (SALE) HAVE BEEN GIVEN IN THE CLAIM EXAMINATION RULES.
THE PURPOSE WAS EXAMINED USING INFORMATION PROVIDED BY THE CLAIMANT ABOUT SALE TO
THE MILK RIVER PROJECT.

ACCORDING TO INFORMATION IN THE CLAIM FILE, THE RESERVOIR WAS CONSTRUCTED IN 1914
WHICH DOES NOT CORRESPOND TO THE CLAIMED PRIORITY DATE. THIS MAY INDICATE AN
EXPANSION OF THE WATER RIGHT.

ACCORDING TO INFORMATION IN THE CLAIM FILE, THE RESERVOIR WAS ENLARGED IN 1921 . THIS
MAY INDICATE AN EXPANSION OF THE WATER RIGHT.




