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Drought Alert - Go v e rn o r's Dro u ght
Advisory Committe e  stro n gly e n co urage s local
officials to  co n v e n e  local dro u ght committe e s.
Severe Drought - Local officials
sho uld hav e  lo cal dro ught plan n in g e fforts u n de rway
or sho uld re co n v e n e  the  local dro u ght committe e
at the  e arlie st o p p o rtu n ity.
Fo r re co mme n de d re sp o n se s, se e  the  Mo n tan a
Dro ught Plan

Drought Impact Types - 
A = Agricultu ral - Soil Moisture , Ran ge  co n ditio n s
H = Hydrological - Wate r Su p p lie s, Stre amflow, 
Gro u n dwate r

Map Key
Dro ught Im pa ct Type

(Drought Alert)
(Severe Drought)

Mo n tan a Wate r Su p p ly an d Moistu re  Statu s by Co u n ty - Octo be r 2015

Co n tin e n talDivide
Moisture Status
Current Month

Extre me ly Moist
Mode rate ly Moist
Slightly Moist
Ne ar Av e rage  (Normal)
Slightly Dry
Mode rate ly Dry
Extre me ly Dry

http://drought.mt.gov  

H
Wa ter Supply a n d Mo isture Sta tus Map 

Octo ber 2015 
 

Acco rdin g to  the Na tio n a l Wea ther Service, Cro p Y ea r to  da te (April 1, 2015 – Octo ber 4, 2015) precipita tio n  to ta ls a t va lley eleva tio n s ra n ged 
fro m  a b o ut 80 - to  110-percen t o f n o rm a l fo r the southwest regio n ; 50- to  75-percen t fo r the western regio n ; 90- to  110-percen t fo r 
the  northeastern regio n ; 80- to  120-percen t fo r the central regio n ; 80- to  110 percen t fo r the northcentral regio n ; 90- to  120-percen t fo r the 
southcentral regio n , a n d 80- to  120-percen t fo r the southeast regio n , with exceptio n s in  a ll seven  regio n s o f the sta te.  
 
Flo ws in  the Y ello wsto n e, a n d lo w er Misso uri River Basin s a re curren tly ra ted a s Normal to Above Normal a t this tim e. Flo ws in  the Cla rk Fo rk 
River b a sin  a re Normal to Much below Normal. Flo ws in  the upper Misso uri River b a sin  ra n ge fro m  Normal to  Much Below Normal a cco rdin g to  
the U SGS as o f Octo ber 13, 2015: http://w a terw a tch.usgs.go v/n ew/in dex.php?m =rea l&r=m t&w=m a p  
 
T he Octo ber 1, 2015 NRCS Surfa ce Wa ter Supply In dex (SWSI) m a p ra tes 2 river b a sin s as a b o ve a vera ge, the T o n gue River b a sin  a s Moderately 
Wet a n d the Musselshell River b a sin  a s Slightly Wet, a n d 9 river b a sin s as Near Normal w ith the rem a in in g 43 river b a sin s ra ted Slightly Dry, 
Moderately Dry, or Extremely Dry. All o f the river b a sin s in  the Extremely Dry ca tego ry lie west o f the Co n tin en ta l Divide o r a lo n g the ea st side 
o f the Ro cky Mo un ta in  Fro n t. See: http://do cs.m sl.m t.go v/geo in fo /Curren tSWSI/Curren t_SWSI.pdf  
 
Acco rdin g to  the Octo ber 13 U SDA NASS, Cro p Pro gress a n d Co n ditio n  Repo rt Week En din g Octo b er 11, 2015: “Mo n ta n a  w a s co o l a n d w et in  
pla ces fo r the first pa rt o f the week befo re turn in g ho t a n d dry fo r the rest with highs ra n gin g fro m  the upper 70s to  the lo w er 90s a n d lo ws 
fro m  the upper teen s to  upper 30s. Win ter whea t seedin g co n tin ues a hea d o f la st yea r a n d a hea d o f the 5-yea r a vera ge despite less tha n  idea l 
precipita tio n  levels in  m a n y a rea s with 92 percen t seeded a n d 63 percen t em erged. Pasture a n d ra n ge co n ditio n s declin ed slightly fro m  the 
previo us week with 19 percen t ra ted go o d to  excellen t w hich rem a in s well behin d la st yea r’s 53 percen t a n d the 5-yea r a vera ge o f 39 percen t. 

 http://m sla pps.m t.go v/Geo gra phic_In fo rm a tio n /Maps/dro ught/ 

 

A & H

A & H


