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Drought Alert - Governor's Drought
Advisory Committee strongly encourages local
officials to convene local drought committees.
Severe Drought - Local officials
should have local drought planning efforts underway
or should reconvene the local drought committee
at the earliest opportunity.
For recommended responses, see the Montana
Drought Plan

Drought Impact Types - 
A = Agricultural - Soil Moisture, Range conditions
H = Hydrological - Water Supplies, Streamflow, 
Groundwater

Montana County Moisture Status - Climate Summary - April 9, 2015

Map Key
Drought Im pa ct Type

(Drought Alert)
(Severe Drought)

Montana Water Supply and Moisture Status by County - April 2015

ContinentalDivide
Moisture Status
Current Month

Extremely Moist
Moderately Moist
Slightly Moist
Near Average (Normal)
Slightly Dry
Moderately Dry
Extremely Dry

http://drought.mt.gov 

http://apps.msl.mt.gov/Geographic_Information/Maps/Drought 

 

Accordin g to the Na tion a l Wea ther Service, Wa ter Y ea r to da te (October 1, 2014 – April 9, 2015) precipita tion  
tota ls a t va lley eleva tion s ra n ged from  a bout 60 - to 85-percen t of n orm a l for the southwest region ; 125- to 140-
percen t for the western region ; 65- to 120-percen t for the  northeastern region ; 80- to 130-percen t for the central 
region ; 80- to 140 percen t for the northcentral region ; 60- to 80-percen t for the southcentral region , a n d 60- to 
80-percen t for the southeast region , with exception s in  a ll seven  region s of the sta te.  
Flows in  tributa ries of the Y ellowston e, a n d Missouri River Basin s a re ra ted a s a bove n orm a l with section s of the 
Cla rk Fork a n d the Lower Missouri b a sin s as n ea r record high flows a ccordin g to the U SGS as of April 9, 2015: 
http://wa terwa tch.usgs.gov/n ew/in dex.php?m =rea l&r=m t&w=m a p  
Wa rm er tha n  n orm a l tem pera tures over the course of the pa st severa l weeks ha ve ha d deleterious effects on  low- 
to m id-eleva tion  m oun ta in  sn owpa ck with a  prem a ture period of sn owm elt. T he NRCS Sn ow Survey sum m a ry of 
m oun ta in  sn owpa ck Sn ow Wa ter Equiva len t (SWE) of 15 m a jor Mon ta n a  river b a sin s a s of April 9, 2015 in cludes 
four (4) b a sin s with less tha n  70 percen t of m edia n  SWE a n d  eleven  (11) b a sin s with percen ta ges of m edia n  SWE 
between  70-  a n d 90- percen t. http://docs.m sl.m t.gov/geoin fo/Curren tSWSI/Curren t_SWSI.pdf  
T he Mon ta n a  Wa ter Supply a n d Moisture Sta tus by coun ty m a p ca n  be foun d here:  
http://docs.m sl.m t.gov/geoin fo/Curren tDroughtMa p/drtsta tus.pdf  


