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Drought Alert - Gove rnor's Drought
Ad visory Com m itte e  strongly e nc ourage s local
offic ials to c onve ne  loc al d rought c om m itte e s.
Severe Drought - Local offic ials
should  have  local d rought planning e fforts und e rway
or should  re c onve ne  the  local d rought c om m itte e
at the  e arlie st opportunity.
For re c om m e nd e d  r e sponse s, se e  the  M ontana
Drought Plan

Drought Impact Types - 
A = Agric ultural - Soil M oisture , Range  c ond itions
H = Hyd rologic al - W ate r Supplie s, Str e am flow, 
Ground wate r

http://drought.mt.gov

http://apps.msl.mt.gov/Geographic_Information/Maps/Drought

M ontana County M oisture  Status - Clim ate  Sum m ary - Oc tob e r 8th, 2014

Map Key
Drought Impact Type

(Drought Alert)
(Severe Drought)

M ontana W ate r Supply and  M oisture  Status b y County - Octob e r 2014

Contine ntalDivid e
Moisture Status

Extre m e ly M oist
M od e rate ly M oist
Slightly M oist
Ne ar Ave rage  (Norm al)
Slightly Dry
M od e rate ly Dry
Extre m e ly Dry

Ac c ord ing to the  National W e athe r Se rvic e , Crop Y e ar (April 1, 2014 – Septe m b e r 28, 2014) pre c ipitation totals at valle y
e le vations range d  from  ab out 100 - to 110-pe rc e nt of norm al for the  southwest re gion; 75- to 100-pe rc e nt for the  weste rn
re gion; 130- to 150-pe rc e nt for the   northe aste rn re gion; 100- to 140-pe rc e nt for the  c e ntral re gion; 120- to 150 pe rc e nt for
the  northc e ntral re gion; 100- to 120-pe rc e nt for the  southc e ntral re gion, and 110- to 130-pe rc e nt for the  southe ast re gion,
with e xc e ptions in all se ve n re gions of the  state . 
Flows in trib utarie s of the  Y e llowstone  Rive r Basin are  rate d  as ab ove  to m uch ab ove  norm al, the  M issouri Rive r b asin,
ab ove  to m uch ab ove  norm al, and  the  Clark Fork Rive r Basin, normal to ab ove  norm al ac c ord ing to the  U SGS as of
Octob e r 8, 2014: http://wate rwatc h.usgs.gov/ne w/ind e x.php?id=ww_curre nt 
The  Octob e r 1, 2014 NRCS Surfac e  W ate r Supply Ind e x (SW SI) m ap rate s only thre e  of 54 M ontana rive r b asins as b e low
its Ne ar Ave rage  le ge nd  cate gory: The Beave rhe ad Rive r basin in the  he ad wate rs of the  M issouri Rive r b asin, and the
North Fork of the  Flathe ad Rive r and  Bitte rroot Rive r b asins, b oth west of the  Contine ntal Divid e  and  in the  Clark Fork
Rive r b asin, rate d  as Slightly Dry at this tim e :
http://ftp.ge oinfo.m sl.m t.gov/Docum e nts/M aps/Colle c tions/Surfac e W ate rSupplyInd e x/SW SI_201410_m ap.pd f 
Ac c ord ing to the  we e k-e nd ing Octob e r 5, 2014, U SDA NASS Crop Progre ss re port, “Range  and  pasture  c ond itions we re
b e tte r than the  5-year ave rage , with 53 pe rc e nt rate d  as good  to e xc e lle nt, com pare d  with 32 pe rc e nt re spe c tive ly.
Prod uc e rs continue d  m oving live stoc k off of sum m e r range s afte r a winte ry storm  m id -we e k. Cattle  are  b e ing m ove d  b e low
the  five -ye ar ave rage  pac e , with 40 pe rc e nt m ove d . Range  and  pasture  fe e d  c ond ition was rate d  as 53 pe rc e nt good  to
e xc e lle nt. Topsoil m oisture  rate d  ad e q uate  and  surplus is 85 pe rc e nt c om pare d  with the  5-year ave rage  of 50 pe rc e nt.
Sub soil m oisture  was rate d  85 pe rc e nt ad e q uate and  surplus com pare d  with the  5-year ave rage  of 46 pe rc e nt.”


