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Drought Alert - Gove rnor's Droug ht
Advisory Com m itte e  strong ly e ncoura g e s loca l
officia ls to conve ne  loca l droug ht com m itte e s.

Severe Drought - Loca l officia ls
should ha ve  loca l droug ht pla nning  e fforts unde rwa y
or should re conve ne  the  loca l droug ht com m itte e
a t the  e a rlie st opportunity.
For re com m e nde d re sponse s, se e  the  Monta na Droug ht Pla n

Drought Impact Types - 
A = Ag ricultura l - Soil Moisture , Ra ng e  conditions
H = Hydrolog ica l - Wate r Supplie s, Stre a m flow, Groundwate r

http://drought.mt.gov

http://apps.msl.mt.gov/Geographic_Information/Maps/Drought

Monta na  County Moisture  Status - Clim a te  Sum m a ry

Map Key
Drought Impact Type

(Drought Alert)
(Severe Drought)

Monta na  Wate r Supply a nd Moisture  Status by County - Ja nua ry, 2014

According  to the  Nationa l We athe r Se rvice  Gre a t Fa lls State  O ffice , wate r ye a r (O ctob e r 1, 2013 – Se pte m b e r 30, 2014) pre cipitation
tota ls a t va lle y e le vations as of Ja nua ry 26, 2014 we re  we ll b e low a ve ra g e  for the  southwe st a nd we ste rn re g ions of the  state , slig htly
b e low norm a l in the  northe a st re g ion, a b out a ve ra g e  a cross the  ce ntra l re g ion, a nd a ve ra g e  to we ll a b ove  a ve ra g e  across the
southce ntra l re g ion of the  state  with 120- to ne a rly 200 pe rce nt of a ve ra g e . The  drie st a re a  wa s in the  Missouri he a dwa te rs of
southwe st Monta na. For pre cipita tion m onth to date  the  southwe st a nd northe a st re g ions we re  we ll b e low norm a l with loca tions in the
ce ntra l re g ion fa ring  b e st with pe rce nta g e s from  80- to 150 pe rce nt, with a num b e r of stations b e twe e n 200- a nd 300- pe rce nt of
a ve ra g e . 
The  NRCS Snow Surve y re ports that as of Ja nua ry, 27, 2014 snow wate r e quiva le nt of the  state ’s m ounta in snowpa ck for the  wate r
ye a r ra ng e s from  ne a rly 90-pe rce nt of a ve ra g e  in the  Lowe r Cla rk Fork, Bitte rroot, a nd Koote na i rive r b a sins to a b out 120 pe rce nt in
the  He a dwate rs Missouri Ma inste m  a nd uppe r a nd lowe r Y e llowstone , with the  Sm ith-Judith-Musse lshe ll rive r b a sin a t 138 pe rce nt of
a ve ra g e . The  snow wate r e quiva le nts of the  re m a ining  m a jor rive r b a sins of the  state  a re  ne a r a ve ra g e  for the  pe riod of re cord
1981-2010. 
As of Ja nua ry 27, 2014 the  USDA Ag ricultura l Statistics Se rvice  re ports that Winte r whe at condition is 41 pe rce nt g ood to e xce lle nt
com pa re d to 26 pe rce nt la st ye a r. “Wind a nd fre e ze  da m a g e  re m a in low tha nks to a  m ostly ade quate  snow cove r with 66 pe rce nt fa ir
to e xce lle nt.” Live stock g ra zing  state wide  is 45-pe rce nt O pe n with 55-pe rce nt Difficult to Close d, a nd 97-pe rce nt of ca ttle  a nd she e p
a re  re ce iving  supple m e nta l fe e d at this tim e .

Contine nta lDivide
Moisture Status

Extre m e ly Moist
Mode rate ly Moist
Slig htly Moist
Ne a r Ave ra g e  (Norm a l)
Slig htly Dry
Mode rate ly Dry
Extre m e ly Dry


