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Drought Alert - Gove rnor's Drought
Ad visory Com m itte e  strongly e ncourage s local
officials to conve ne  local d rought com m itte e s.

Severe Drought - Local officials
should  have  local d rought planning e fforts und e rway
or should  re conve ne  the  local d rought com m itte e
at the  e arlie st opportunity.
For re com m e nd e d  re sponse s, se e  the  Montana Drought Plan

Drought Impact Types - 
A = Agricultural - S oil Moisture , Range  cond itions
H = Hyd rological - Wate r S upplie s, S tre am flow, Ground wate r

http://drought.mt.gov

http://apps.msl.mt.gov/Geographic_Information/Maps/Drought

Montana County Moisture  S tatus - Clim ate  S um m ary

Map Key
Drought Impact Type

(Drought Alert)
(Severe Drought)

Montana Wate r S upply and  Moisture  S tatus by County - De ce m be r , 2013

Contine ntalDivid e
Moisture Status
December 2013

Extre m e ly Moist
Mod e rate ly Moist
S lightly Moist
Ne ar Ave rage  (Norm al)
S lightly Dry
Mod e rate ly Dry
Extre m e ly Dry

Accord ing to the  National We athe r S e rvice  Gre at Falls S tate  Office , De ce m be r 2013 We athe r and
Pre cipitation S um m ary, “pre cipitation was above  norm al across the  e aste rn one -half of the  state . The
d rie st are as we re  along the  Rock y Mountain Front and  southwe st Montana. The  he avie st pre cipitation
fe ll ove r the  Northe rn Rock ie s and  we ste rn bord e r re gions of the  state , re ce iving ove r four inche s of
pre cipitation. On a state wid e  ave rage  wind s we re  above  norm al this m onth. This De ce m be r was the
36th wind ie st of re cord  with an ave rage  spe e d  of 9.8 m ph.” 
The  NRCS  re ports that as of De ce m be r 20 snow wate r e quivale nt of the  state ’s m ountain snowpack
range s from  89-pe rce nt of ave rage  in the  Lowe r Clark  Fork  Basin to 139 pe rce nt in the  S m ith, Jud ith,
Musse lshe ll Basin with the  5 m ajor basins we st of the  Divid e  about 98-pe rce nt, and  the  Missouri and  the
Ye llowstone  Rive r Basins about 113-pe rce nt, of the  pe riod  of re cord  1981-2010. 


