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Drought Alert - Gove rnor's Drought
Ad visory Com m itte e  strongly e nc ourage s loc al
offic ials to c onve ne  loc al d rought c om m itte e s.

Severe Drought - Loc al offic ials
should  have  loc al d rought planning e fforts und e rway
or should  re c onve ne  the  loc al d rought c om m itte e
at the  e arlie st opportunity.
For re c om m e nd e d  re sponse s, se e  the  M ontana Drought Plan

Moisture Status
January 2013

Extre m e ly M oist
M od e rate ly M oist
Slightly M oist
Ne ar Ave rage  (Norm al)
Slightly Dry
M od e rate ly Dry
Extre m e ly Dry

Drought Impact Types - 
A = Agric ultural - Soil M oisture , Range  c ond itions
H = Hyd rologic al - W ate r Supplie s, Stre am flow, Ground wate r

http://drought.mt.gov

http://nris.mt.gov/drought/

M ontana County M oisture  Status - Clim ate  Sum m ary

Map Key

Drought Impact Type

(Drought Alert)
(Severe Drought)

M ontana W ate r Supply and  M oisture  Status by County - January 17, 2013

As of January 1 NRCS re porte d  that state wid e  snowpac k was at 103 pe rc e nt of ave rage , a large  im prove m e nt from  the  81
pe rc e nt of ave rage  ac c ord ing to its SNOTEL stations on De c e m be r 1.  The  m ajority of the  snowfall oc c urre d  from  De c e m be r 1
through De c e m be r 25 with high pre ssure  d om inating to the  e nd  of the  m onth.
For the  pe riod  12/18/2012 – 1/16/13, NOAA re ports the  te m pe rature  d e parture  of ave rage  range d  from  2 to 4 d e gre e s F.
be low ave rage  in the  e aste rn on-half of the  state  and  the  e aste rn Hi-line , and  2 to 6 d e gre e s be low ave rage  ove r m uc h of the
we st-c e ntral re gion, with up to 10 d e gre e s be low ave rage  for the  far uppe r M issouri Rive r basin of southwe st M ontana. The  far
northwe ste rn are a of the  state  has se e n d e parture s from  ave rage  of 2 to 4 d e gre e s F. above  ave rage  for the  pe riod .
As of January 17, the  Clark Fork Basin we st of the  Divid e  ave rage d  about 92 pe rc e nt snow wate r in the  m ountain snowpac k of
its northe rn re ac he s and  around  82 pe rc e nt for the  c om bine d  Bitte rroot, lowe r Clark Fork, and  uppe r Clark Fork Rive r basins.
East of the  Divid e , the  snow wate r c onte nt of the  uppe r M issouri Rive r basin was ave rage , the  lowe r M issouri basin was about
90%, and  the  Y e llowstone  Rive r basin about 85%. The  m ountain snow ac c um ulation pe riod  is c lose  to its 50-pe rc e nt m ark for
the  pe riod  of re c ord  1981-2010.
V alle y and  prairie  e le vations of southc e ntral and  southe aste rn M ontana lag for m oisture  with pre c ipitation ave rage  to be low
and  soil m oisture  still re e ling from  d rought c ond itions of sum m e r and  fall 2012. In c ontrast, the  Hi-Line  c ountie s range d  from
ne ar ave rage  to m oist following a 2-ye ar run of above  ave rage  pre c ipitation ne arly ye ar around . The  state ’s c e ntral re gion,
from  the  Id aho bord e r to the  North Dakota bord e r, is prim arily in the  ne ar ave rage  c ate gory with som e  c ountie s in a slightly
d ry status. 

Contine ntal Divid e


