Domestic Geographic Name Report

This is the addendum page to the Domestic Geographic Name Report regarding “Clarks Crossing” as
the proposed name of an Island on the Yellowstone River, south of Billings, Montana.

Description of Feature

The feature is an elongated oval shaped land mass approximately 4,000 feet in length and up to 900
feet in depth. A map is attached with the name “Clarks Crossing” on the subject land mass. The map is
a composite of four appurtenant USGS 7.5' quadrangles, which are named on the sheet. The scale of the
map is 1:12000.

Name Information

The name “Clarks Crossing” originates from the location where William Clark had the Expedition's 26
remaining horses crossed to the south side of the Yellowstone River. Sergeant Pryor and three other
members of the Corps planned to take a short cut with the horses to Ft Mandan. Capt Clark and his
other members of the Corps continued down river in their two dugout canoes.

The land feature had recently been known by a small group of park volunteers, as “Darling Island.”
That name was apparently adopted out of convenience, but now, the same people are desiring to have
the feature known for its historic significance. For a short time now the land feature has been known as
“Clarks Crossing” by an expanded number of people within a long list of agencies and groups. They
are as follows: Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation, Yellowstone County
Commissioners, City of Billings, Billings Chamber of Commerce, Yellowstone River Parks
Association, Yellowstone River Trail Connector Group, American Rivers', recently formed Blue Trail
Advisory Committee, BikeNet, Rochejhone Chapter of the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation,
Our Montana, Rocky Mountain College, Montana State University Billings, Yellowstone Basin
Planning Committee, Frontier Heritage Alliance, and the Yellowstone Historical Society.



