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Problems with immigration “reform” bill

Dear Editor,

It gives amnesty FIRST
to millions of illegal aliens and
. “promises” enforcement lat-

er. This is Deja Vu of the 1986
amnesty when all enforcement
promised was forgotten by Con-

gress' And how many now ac-

tually trust that Congress will

follow through on its promises -

this time?
It allows 33-plus million

new immigrants into the U.S..

within a decade! Currently, we
have a very generous immigra-

tion system that allows about a -

million plus legal -immigrants

into the country each year. ThlS
bill would triple that number!
Where are we to find the jobs
needed when so many Ameri-
cans are out of work?

According to Robert Rector,
this bill would cost the Ameri-
can taxpayer about $6.3 trillion
in services and benefits over the

lifetime of just the 11 million il-
legal immigrants given a path-
way to citizenship. “This cost is
above any taxes that they might
pay.

The G8 bill is currently over
844 pages and growing with
little transparency. Much of the
bill was written by special inter-

ests that put their constituency
groups first so who do you think
are getting the best of the deal?
This would be another Obam-
acare where we won’t find out
what’s in it until after it passes!
This bill S744 will be com-

ing for a vote as soon as this
’ commg week

Qur Senators ,

have said they dre neutral at this
time. Please call Senators Bau-
cus and Tester and tell them you

OPPOSE this bill.
. Sincerely,
-Robert Kennedy
Cameron

Reader needs support to name peak in Tobacco Root Range

Dear Editor,

~ Who would have thought that
in my 88th year I would bé trying
" to name a mountain, but here I am
asking for your support in doing
just that. There is an unnamed

peak in the Tobacco Root Range -

and I have the perfect name for it.

‘Inspired by visiting our Mad-
ison County ancestral grounds,
my daughter and I recently -sub-
mitted a Name Proposal to the
'US. Board of Geographlc Names

(BGN). We seek to name the sum-
mit adjacent to “NOBLE PEAK”
as “FERRIS PEAK,” commemo-

rating Jane Franks Ferris, my
" great grandmother. ‘

The readers of the Madlso—
nian can play a vital role in get-
ting the proposal approved. The
BGN places great importance on

local input. And YOU can have a
hand in naming a mountain peak..

There’s a Facebook entry! :
This story began 150 years
ago. Henry E. Ferr1s migrated

to Alder and staked a gold mine

.claim in 1863. While his wife
Jane and their two children were"

en route to join him, she learned
Henry had perished in a mine
cave-in. After living in Virginia
City, in 1866 she became care-
taker to John Barber in Sheridan
to support her family. Six years
later John passed away and Jane
became the first woman in the re-
gion to use the 1841 Preemption
Act to secure’ ownership of his

propelty Today, the homestead,

known as the Fenton House, is
listed in the National Register of
Historic Places.

Jane died in 1873 and her
teenage children, Charles and
Millicent, were placed with local
families; the Noble’s took in Mil-
licent. The patriarch, Daniel Bo-

han Noble, for whom Noble Peak .

is named, was a respected, pros-
perous gold miner and rancher in

‘Sheridan.
The names Noble and Fer- .
ris were forever merged in 1877

when Mllllcent Ferris mamed
Herb Noble, son of Daniel Bo-
han. They resided in Madison and
Beaverhead Counties for over for-

ty years. Details of this prominent

family can be found in the Madi-
son County Historical Associa-
tion’s “Pioneer Trails and Trials.”

‘While it is appropriate these
two families continue to be re-

‘vered, how marvelous for these '

names to be memorialized togeth-
er by adding “FERRIS PEAK”
next to “NOBLE PEAK” on the

skyline above Sheridan.

If this story has resonated
with your heartstrings, we urge
your support of BGN Naming-
Proposal ID#7877 at the Madison :

County Commissioners meeting . -

June 11 at 10 a.m. Please attend or :
send an email to madco@madi-
son.mt.gov. f

Robert Noble
4932 Wildwood Dr. =
 Oceanside, C4 92057

Man not rea.l culprlt 1mpact1ng Sage Grouse populatlonsi

. Dear Edttor,

The farmmg and ranchmg
of Southwestern’
Montana have never had the tem--

cog;mumtles

perate climate and rich loamy
soils that would make their jobs
easy, but they have the resolve
and will to succeed and be good
“land stewards if given a fighting
chance by our Federal govern-

~ment and folks that seem hell-
Ként.on destrovine our rural life-

‘ style There are several resources
necessary for crops and livestock -

to- succeed here; water for irriga-

* tion, and public lands for summer
~pasture. Both of these resources

are under attack as “unsustain-
able” activities by environmental
groups despite government stud-
ies and surveys that prove that

- managed summer grazing is actu-
_ally good for the environment and
- wildlife habitat. '

Now we are facing the likely

expansion of endangered species

status mto sage- grouse and wol-
verine habitat which will impact

the Rocky Mountain States and’

most of the Great Basin. If sage

grouse are listed, most livestock’

use of public lands and summer
grazing leases will go away. It’s
irrelevant to someone living in
New York City or Southern Cali-
fornia that Montana farming and
ranching families that have lived
here for many generations are

_good.land stewards, and have in-

vested a great deal of effort and
money to develop those grazing
leases. All they hear is the claim
that we are ruining the environ-

ment, displacing species, and de- -

stroying public lands with over-
grazing and water pollution from
livestock. '

. Camera surveys using mo-
tion activated game cameras are
proving how totally wrong the
claims by enviros and BLM that

human and livestock activity are
destroying sage grouse habitat.

Game cameras are showing that:

nest robbing ravens and magpies
are the main enernies of sage
grouse with various small and

large predators also in the mix.

Man and man’s activities are far
down on the list at number 14. If
man and livestock grazing is such
a problem, why were sage grouse

populations at their peak in the.
40s, 50s and 60s when small

* ence--------for a change.

farms, 'sheep, and livestock were |
also-at their peak? The Interna- '
tional Migratory Bird Act passed '
into law in the late 1960s has im- |
pacted sage grouse populations
more than anything ranchers are
doing. It’s time for some real sci-

Dan Hdppel

.Commissioner- | -

Madison District 2 |



