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From: Tom Woodgerd <tjwood999@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, June 11, 2011 11:22 AM
To: Daumiller, Gerry
Subject: Peak Name

Hello, 
 
We would like to weigh in on the naming of a peak after Mr. Yenne.  We can think a lot of people who have been 
outstanding guides and trail workers in Glacier Park who don't have peaks named after them.  I have relatives who were 
born near Glacier Park in the early 1900's and they don't have peaks named after them.  We think it's a bad precedent to 
start naming peaks after relatively unknown people.  If the peak needs a name I would suggest an Indian or natural 
name. 
 
Thanks for your time, 
 
Tom Woodgerd 
Sharon Hubbell 
twoodgerd@bresnan.net 
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From: Clark, James <jclark@dowlhkm.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 14, 2011 11:16 AM
To: Daumiller, Gerry
Subject: Peak Name Change (Yenne)

Dear Sir, 
Please do not name any peaks in Glacier park after people (Mr. Yenne). Unless they are a Blackfoot Indian. I am not an 
Indian. 
A nice trail, trailhead, work center or picnic area with his name on it would suffice. To name a peak after one man seems 
a bit, well  ‐ self aggrandizing. There have been countless people (employees, volunteers, fur trappers, Indians, 
government officials) that have dedicated their lives to the preservation Glacier or Yellowstone. This is not a unique 
situation. 
We should be named after mountains, not the other way around.  
Just my two cents, as a frequent visitor to the park. Leave the peak unnamed and the precedent intact. If you change the 
rule, you open the door for more such requests. A man is on this earth for 70 or 90 years. How long do you figure that 
mountain  has been there? 
Nothing against the man, but do not change the name for an employee – after all, he collected a paycheck for many 
years and retirement from the US government and that should suffice.  
In conclusion, please do not change the name of a mountain for a man, put up a plaque or name a picnic area or a bus 
after him. His time there was fleeting and only a small blip in the grand scheme of things in Glacier park. Just my two 
cents. 
Another thought, maybe it would be okay to name a mtn. “volunteer peak” or “employee peak” or something to 
recognize all  of the contributions of employees and volunteers over the years. To single out one man seems a bit 
ridiculous. 
Thanks for your time. 
Sincerely, 
Jamie Clark 406‐431‐3548 
 
James R. Clark, P.E.  
Municipal Engineer 
FAX: x609      
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From: bob beck <bob2325@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 14, 2011 1:17 PM
To: Daumiller, Gerry
Subject: Name of Peak in Glacier Park Yenne Peak

I would ask that you deny the request.  Support from the "good old boys" network does not justify excepting the 
Wilderness Policy.  If the peak does not have a name within the tribal nations then it should remain unnamed.  As a third 
generation Montanan of homesteading grandparents, I feel this egocentric exercise is a slap in the face of all those who 
gave their lives for this State and Nation who expected and asked for nothing in return.  A vanity press publication in a 
tourist gift shop is certainly not unique nor a noteworthy accomplishment.  He led a good and full life in our state, as did 
our ancestors, and I am sure he was a humbler man than his son. 
  
Please deny this request.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Bob Beck 
box 162 
65 Summit Ave. 
Somers, Mt  59932 
406.857.2325 
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From: Wanner, Kathleen
Sent: Tuesday, June 14, 2011 3:02 PM
To: Daumiller, Gerry
Subject: RE: The Montana State Library is seeking public comments on the request.

Gerry, 
Thanks much for the quick and thorough response.  Your assumption regarding my comment is correct.  If Mr. 
Yenne is not a tribal member I do not think the peak should be named for him.  I am not an American Indian.  I 
am a peak climber and in love with Glacier/ Waterton National Parks.  I am a past member of the Glacier 
Mountaineering Society. 
My comment is from a member of the public and by no means is a reflection of any state organization or 
agency. 
I wonder what specific peak is being referenced for naming, if the peak currently has a name (even if the 
designation is the elevation).  We have several peaks in Montana that are, for example, Peak 11, 322. 
Thank you again for your response. 
 
Kathleen Wanner 
 
 
 

From: Daumiller, Gerry  
Sent: Tuesday, June 14, 2011 2:15 PM 
To: Wanner, Kathleen 
Subject: RE: The Montana State Library is seeking public comments on the request. 
 
Dear Ms. Wanner, 
 
Thank you for your feedback regarding the proposed Yenne Peak name.  I am not aware that Mr. Yenne has any Native 
American ancestry, so I assume you are therefore opposed to the proposal. 
 
My job in this process is to gather comments about this name proposal from the public, state agencies, and county 
commissioners.  Based on the comments I receive, I will make a recommendation on behalf of the State of Montana to the 
U.S. Board of Geographic Names (BGN) as to whether or not they should accept the proposal.  The BGN decides what 
names the federal government recognizes for natural features on the landscape. 
 
I will forward your response to the Glacier County Commission when I ask them for their recommendation, and I will send 
your response to the U.S. Board of Geographic Names (BGN) along with the State's recommendation. 
 
The BGN solicits recommendations from federal agencies and tribal governments about all name proposals.  It will 
consider these, in addition to the State's recommendation and all other material I send them, when it makes its decision.  I 
will notify you of the BGN's decision when it becomes available. 
 
Gerry Daumiller (gdaumiller@mt.gov) 
Montana State Library 
406-444-5358 
 
 

From: Wanner, Kathleen  
Sent: Tuesday, June 14, 2011 11:32 AM 
To: Staffeldt, Darlene 
Subject: The Montana State Library is seeking public comments on the request. 
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William P. Yenne of San Francisco, Calif., wants the mountain named Yenne Peak after his father, William J. 
Yenne. 

If I were to decide this issue to make an exception for Mr. Yenne, it would be a yes if he is a Native American 
(any tribe with history in Glacier / Waterton). 
 
Kathleen Wanner 
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From: Michael_Ober@nps.gov
Sent: Tuesday, June 14, 2011 6:15 PM
To: Daumiller, Gerry
Subject: Yenne Mountain

Permit me to furnish you with my unqualified opposition to the naming of Yenne Peak in Glacier 
Park.  Please do not permit exemptions to the long-standing policy of naming peaks in wildernes areas 
after personalities.  Thank you. 
  
 
Michael Ober 
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From: Rachel Potter <jrepotter@centurytel.net>
Sent: Tuesday, June 14, 2011 9:52 PM
To: Daumiller, Gerry
Cc: Chas_Cartwright@nps.gov; Mary_Riddle@nps.gov
Subject: Comments on name proposal

Dear Mr. Daumiller, 
 
I am writing to oppose the naming of a peak referred to on early geographic maps as “B 7 Pillar” (also named in A 
Climber’s Guide to Glacier National Park by J. Gordon Edwards) near Iceberg Peak in Glacier National Park for William 
Yenne, a former NPS employee.  Since this is within the park boundary the NPS Director’s Order 63 addresses this 
issue.  It specifically cautions against naming features for former employees, and states that the naming of a feature for 
someone should be done only if the “association between the park and individual is of transcendent importance”.  It 
further says that the person should have made a “truly significant contribution”.  I do not believe Mr. Yenne’s career as 
trails supervisor and road crew employee, while beneficial to the park, meet these criteria. Nor does his time as a trail 
guide for the horse concessioner qualify.  It is also the policy of U.S. Board of Geographic Names to add no new names to 
wilderness areas and since this peak is within Glacier’s wilderness proposal, which has been recommended to Congress, 
that should be another factor for rejection. There is no reason to override this policy. During my 42 year career working in 
Glacier I had the chance to know and appreciate Bill, but I don’t think naming a feature is appropriate. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Jack Potter 
121 Grand Fir Lane 
Columbia Falls, MT  59912 
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From: Anne Lavoie <hikerannie@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, June 15, 2011 7:59 PM
To: Daumiller, Gerry
Subject: No on Naming a Yenne Peak

I don't think precious resources should even be spent debating an issue that is supposed to be moot: no more 
naming of peaks.  
 
Everyone thinks they are the exception to everything these days, and obviously Mr. Yenne's family believes 
that, but this will only open the door to more exceptions. I simply can't believe this is even open to discussion. 
 
I hope the family is paying for the time and energy spent considering whether to make an exception for them, 
and that they be sent the bill along with the rejection notice. They are wasting government resources. Their 
audacity in these economic times is amazing. 
 
NO on naming a peak after Yenne, however great the family thinks he was.  
 
Anne Lavoie 
Columbia Falls,  MT 
 



1

From: Connie_Stahr@nps.gov on behalf of Chas_Cartwright@nps.gov
Sent: Thursday, June 16, 2011 3:52 PM
To: Daumiller, Gerry
Subject: Comment on name proposed for Glacier National Park Peak

 
Dear Mr. Daumiller, 
 
"While the responsibility for decisions regarding proposed naming of features in national parks rests with the USGS 
Board on Geographic Names, National Park Service policy directs park managers to review such proposals and to offer 
recommendations to the National Park Service Regional Director.  The feature that is proposed to be named in Glacier 
National Park lies within an area  that is managed as recommended wilderness. 
Policy for the National Park Service and the US Board on Geographic Names does not generally allow for the approval of 
new named features in any category of wilderness and that element of this proposal will be taken into consideration.  
This does not discount the contributions made by former National Park Service employee William Yenne however, 
naming a peak in his memory may not be among the range of available options." 
 
 
 
Chas Cartwright 
Superintendent 
Glacier National Park 
406‐888‐7901 
chas_cartwright@nps.gov 
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From: noj@lycos.com
Sent: Friday, June 17, 2011 9:53 AM
To: Daumiller, Gerry
Subject: Re: RE: rename and Glacier

If one(author) is to wrtie the article and the facts are not allinclusive, then 
one(me) makes a conclusion. On writing an article the use of a dictionary 
is crucial as to understand what that individual is saying. You write 
" but this is not clear to me." So I included the definition to be exact 
in the meaning. 
This email quote   

Moved to California* and 'liked'(love is misused) Glacier Park. 

                                                   1 

                                                            a (1): strong affection for another 
unquote 

according to the term "love" in reference to a place does not hold water; 
thusly the article becomes fictitious and one(me) cannot take it for fact. 
 
So we move on to holding a job which during the years that take place 
demanded that a person hold onto the job to maintain stability.  
 
After he reached a period, retirement, he becomes self suficient and does 
not rely on the "job". He, then picks his/her home which in this case was 
California(Opinion ; quote * California doesn't prove to be brilliant move.unquote) 
 
If the peson in queston was immersed in the area, why move? 
                                               2  
                           : engross, absorb <completely immersed in his work(area)> 
Because he found an area more to his liking and could afford since he had 
an established income(not mentioned in the article). 
 
I would suggest his son find a peak to rename down where he(father) per- 
ferred to live. 
  

On Jun 16, 2011, Daumiller, Gerry <gdaumiller@mt.gov> wrote: 

Hello, 

  

Thank you for your comment regarding the proposed Yenne Peak name. 
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My job in this process is to gather comments about this name proposal from the public, state agencies, and county 
commissioners.  Based on the comments I receive, I will make a recommendation on behalf of the State of Montana to 
the U.S. Board of Geographic Names (BGN) as to whether or not they should accept the proposal.  The BGN decides 
what names the federal government recognizes for natural features on the landscape. 

  

I will forward your response to the Glacier County Commission when I ask them for their recommendation, and I will 
send your response to the BGN along with the State's recommendation. 

  

The BGN solicits recommendations from federal agencies and tribal governments about all name proposals.  It will 
consider these, in addition to the State's recommendation and all other material I send them, when it makes its 
decision.  I will notify you of the BGN's decision when it becomes available. 

  

I assume from your comment that you are opposed to the name change, but this is not clear to me.  If you would like to 
clarify this or if you would like to be known to the BGN by your name rather than just your e-mail address, please let me 
know. 

  

Gerry Daumiller (gdaumiller@mt.gov) 

Montana State Library 

406-444-5358 

  

From: noj@lycos.com [mailto:noj@lycos.com]  
Sent: Thursday, June 16, 2011 9:48 AM 
To: Daumiller, Gerry 
Subject: rename and Glacier 

  

  

Moved to California* and 'liked'(love is misused) Glacier Park.  

                                                                     1  

                                                                          a (1): strong affection for another  

Question: would he have stayed if there was no job ? 

That was the time of 'no jobs', depression and poor 
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government such as we are experiencing now. People  

would hang onto a job for substance. 

                                                                                    2. a. Essential nature; essence.  

My grandpas and father were in the same straight.  

                                                                10.  
                                                                a. Not deviating from what is 'necessary'  

If the article is unequiv'ocally yes and none of the above are 

an influence . 
 
* California doesn't prove to be brilliant move. 
It shows that he had substance away from the 
'job' and showed his preference which was not 
the Park.. 

 
.merriam‐webster. "if we are to communicate to each other" 
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From: Ramona Holt <holtranch@marsweb.com>
Sent: Friday, June 17, 2011 10:37 AM
To: Daumiller, Gerry
Subject: Glacier Park peak naming

I think that BGN should stick to the policy of not creating new names in wilderness areas. 
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From: Inga Curtis <ingahoo@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 23, 2011 5:36 PM
To: Daumiller, Gerry
Subject: Name proposed for Glacier Peak

Dear Gerry Daumiller, 
  
In the June 24 Daily Interlake newspaper I read your article on the name proposed for the peak in Glacier 
Park.  From there I read further information about William J. Yenne in the Missoulian.  Blessed that he loved 
Glacier Park and dedicated his career for for his endeavor.  Viewing that the policy of the board is to try to 
avoid creating any new names in this wilderness area, I question this nomination in that I am aware of many 
individuals today who have also contributed their lives in bettering our Park.  And who knows, there may be 
several in the future. 
  
Oh by the way, is there anything named within Glacier Park to honor past president Theodore Roosevelt who 
was instrumental in starting the National Park System?  Standing at Iceberg Lake and looking west as you know 
is part of the Continental Divide in our Park.  So how about naming it Roosevelt's Ridge--being he was the 
backbone of our beloved Park? 
  
Kris Curtis 
(406) 257-4139 
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From: Victoria Byrd-Rinck <aknissal2@centurytel.net>
Sent: Friday, June 24, 2011 9:11 AM
To: Daumiller, Gerry
Subject: Naming Ynne peak

Dear Mr. Daumiller, 
  
As a lover of history and a descendent of those who homesteaded in the Flathead Valley, I am opposed to 
the naming of the peak in Glacier National Park after Mr. Bill Yenne, a man who was respectable and did 
good work and was a friend of my father.   
  
There are many in my family who helped build Going to the Sun Road, blazed trails in the North Fork and 
in later years worked on the trails and in the offices of Glacier National Park and there is a big spot in all 
our hearts for Glacier, but we are not alone.  There are countless people who love Glacier even more and 
have done even greater things for Glacier .    
  
Glacier National Park is for all of us and we must resist the  egoic need to name the uncommonly 
spectacular after ourselves.   
  
Thank you for inviting comments about this request to name a peak after Mr. Bill Yenne. 
Victoria Byrd-Rinck 
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From: A William G Rinck <aknissal@centurytel.net>
Sent: Saturday, June 25, 2011 11:24 AM
To: Daumiller, Gerry
Subject: No to Yenee Peak

  
To:  Gerald Daumiller 
  
I oppose the naming of any feature in the wilderness of Glacier National Park for any person, in this case 
Yenne Peak for Bill Yenne. 
  
In no way should my comments be meant to say Bill Yenne is not worthy of recognition for his many years of 
work in Glacier.  I started working seasonally in Glacier in 1969—Yenne’s final year—and he was a legend 
then.  However, there are countless other people who have contributed to Glacier as much or more as Yenne, 
who have nothing named after them.  The credit to such people should be given through history books and 
naturalist programs, not on the physical features of Glacier, whose awe‐striking beauty speaks for themself. 
  
There is no credible evidence this mountain needs to be (re)named.     
  
Thank you. 
  
Bill Rinck 
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From: Bruce Fladmark <bruce_fladmark@hotmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, June 26, 2011 11:53 PM
To: Daumiller, Gerry
Subject: Proposed Yenne Peak naming

I understand from the Hungry Horse News that there is a proposal to name a geologic feature in Glacier National Park 
after Bill Yenne.  Bill Yenne was a Glacier National Park employee for many years.  So were many other people of 
arguably l or greater influence on visitor experiences and park development.  Don Barnumk, Dave Cannevina, Elmer 
Fladmark, and more recently Bob Frausen are examples.  I do not think the geologic feature particularly needs a name, 
but to single out one of these old park employees to commemorate by naming a peak after him would seem to take away 
significance from the others.  I do not think it would be appropriate to single out Bill Yenne as being more worthy of 
commemoration than the others, and once started, how many lly prominent names would need to be commemorated?  I 
do appreciate William P. Yenne's motivation to honor his father though.  His father deserves respect.  So do they all.  
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From: Riley McClelland <brisleymcc@montanasky.net>
Sent: Tuesday, June 28, 2011 7:13 PM
To: Daumiller, Gerry
Subject: Yenne Peak proposal

Dear Mr. Daumiller: 
      As a retired National Park Service employee (37 years), I would like to offer the 
following comments regarding the proposed name of “Yenne Peak” for a currently unnamed 
peak within the wilderness of Glacier National Park: 
      With all due respect to the accomplishments of Bill Yenne the elder, and the good 
intentions of his son, I believe this is an inappropriate proposal that should be 
rejected. It would set an unworkable precedent that could not be applied objectively. 
Bill Yenne reputedly did some fine work in Glacier, but dozens of other employees, now 
deceased, accomplished more of lasting significance than did Mr. Yenne.  An objective 
evaluation of the written record, rather than simply reputation, would show this. No 
doubt family members would like to see a peak named for any relative that accomplished 
good works in the Park.  Does the public wind up “voting” on such proposals with a 
certain number of “advocates” needed for name adoption? A very high standard of lasting 
accomplishments -- in relation to the purpose of Glacier National Park -- should be the 
criterion on which a decision to name a peak should be made. Additionally, the proposed 
peak is within wilderness, and the Board should not break the standard of not naming 
peaks currently unnamed. 
Sincerely, 
Riley McClelland, West Glacier, MT 
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From: Michael DesRosier <mjdesr@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, June 29, 2011 8:34 PM
To: Daumiller, Gerry
Subject: Re: place name in glacier county

As the chairman of the Glacier county Commission, representing our largest constituency on the Blackfeet 
Reservation I object not only for myself but also on behalf of that constituency. The people I have talked to 
about this name find it offensive to the special meaning these mountain peaks have for the Blackfeet. They have 
been central to Blackfeet history and culture for thousands of years. To name it after someone who is 
not associated with the Blackfeet would continue an insult that has been a part of Glacier Parks history in 
Blackfeet Country. I say give it a Blackfeet name only. 
 
From: "Daumiller, Gerry" <gdaumiller@mt.gov> 
To: Michael DesRosier <mjdesr@yahoo.com>; "Hall, GM" <gmhall@glaciercountymt.org> 
Cc: Tony Sitzmann <oil_west@yahoo.com>; Ron Doore <rondoore@northerntel.net>; shannon augare 
<shannonjaugare@aol.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 28, 2011 2:57 PM 
Subject: RE: place name in glacier county 

Hello, 
  
The U.S. Board of Geographic Names (BGN) is considering a proposal to assign the name Yenne Peak to an un-named summit in 
Glacier County.  My job is to make a recommendation to the BGN on behalf of the Montana state government as to whether or not 
they should accept the proposal.  Full details of the proposal are available at http://msl.mt.gov/geonames/Proposal.asp?ID=40502. 
  
The State Library issued a public notice on June 8 asking for public input on the proposal.  All of the responses we received are 
attached to this message.  There were 32 messages in support (including 16 from people who identified themselves and friends or 
family of Mr. Yenne) and 14 messages in opposition.  The text of the public notice is at http://metnet.mt.gov/NewsLinks/I0303ED92.
  
The opinion of the local county commission is always a very important factor in determining the State’s recommendation to the BGN 
and is influential with the BGN when they make their decision.  Please consider the attached documents and inform me whether your 
Commission supports, opposes, or has no opinion on the proposal. 
  
Thank you for your assistance on this matter.  Please let me know if you have any difficulty with the attached documents or if you 
need more information. 
  
Gerry Daumiller 
Montana State Library 
406-444-5358 
  
Attachments: 
        Yenne_Peak_Commissioners.doc: The State Library’s official request for your decision, on our letterhead. 
        Yenne_Peak_Public_Response.zip: These are all the messages we received from the public in response to our public notice 
about the proposal. 
        Yenne_Peak_Geographic_Name_Proposal: This is the e-mail message and letter I sent to the Commission on May 19 to inform 
you that there would be a public notice and a request for your decision. 
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