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Drought Alert - Governor's Drought
Advisory Committee strongly encourages local
officials to convene local drought committees.
Severe Drought - Local officials
should have local drought planning efforts underway
or should reconvene the local drought committee
at the earliest opportunity.
For recommended responses, see the Montana
Drought Plan

Drought Impact Types - 
A = Agricultural - Soil Moisture, Range conditions
H = Hydrological - Water Supplies, Streamflow, 
Groundwater

Map Key
Dro ught Im p a ct Typ e

(Drought Alert)
(Severe Drought)

Montana Water Supply and Moisture Status by County - May 2015

ContinentalDivide
Moisture Status
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Extremely Moist
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Slightly Dry
Moderately Dry
Extremely Dry

http://drought.mt.gov 

http://apps.msl.mt.gov/Geographic_Information/Maps/Drought 

 

Water Sup p ly a nd Mo isture Status Ma p       May 6, 2015 
 
Acco rding to  the Natio na l Weather Service, Water Year to  date (Octo b er 1, 2014 – Ma y 6, 2015) p recip itatio n to ta ls at va lley 
elevatio ns ra nged fro m  a b o ut 85 - to  95-p ercent o f no rm a l fo r the southwest regio n; 100- to  120-p ercent fo r the western 
regio n; 65- to  95-p ercent fo r the  northeastern regio n; 80- to  130-p ercent fo r the central regio n; 80- to  120 p ercent fo r the 
northcentral regio n; 50- to  80-p ercent fo r the southcentral regio n, a nd 45- to  65-p ercent fo r the southeast regio n, with 
excep tio ns in a ll seven regio ns o f the state.  
 
Flo ws in trib utaries o f the Yello wsto ne, a nd Misso uri River Ba sins are rated a s no rm a l to  a b o ve no rm a l while flo ws west o f the 
Divide, in sectio ns o f the Clark Fo rk River Ba sin, ra nge fro m  No rm a l to  Much b elo w No rm a l in the No rthwest regio n a cco rding 
to  the U SGS a s o f Ma y 6, 2015: http ://waterwatch.usgs.go v/new/index.p hp ?m =rea l&r=m t&w=m a p  
 
Severa l p ersistent sp ells o f warm  tem p eratures o ver the co urse o f the p a st two  m o nths have ha d a deleterio us m elting effect 
o n what little m o unta in sno w p a ck rem a ined b elo w 7,500 ft. elevatio n where p recip itatio n ha s co m e a s ra in rather tha n sno w.   
Sho rtfa lls in Cro p  Year (Ap ril 1- Sep tem b er 30) p recip itatio n have ca used cro p s a nd ra ngela nds to  b egin to  sho w signs o f stress 
in m a ny area s o f the state p rim arily ea st o f the Divide. The Ma y 1, 2015 NRCS Surfa ce Water Sup p ly Index reflects the fa ct that 
the m o unta in sno w p a ck is nearly go ne with o nly 13 o f 54 river b a sins rated a s Near Average with the rem a ining 41 b a sins rated 
a s Slightly Dry to  Extremely Dry.  
http ://do cs.m sl.m t.go v/geo info /CurrentSWSI/Current_ SWSI.p df  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


