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Drought Alert - Governor's Drought
Ad visory Com m ittee strongly enc oura ges loc a l
offic ia ls to c onvene loc a l d rought c om m ittees.
Severe Drought - L oc a l offic ia ls
should  ha ve loc a l d rought p la nning efforts und erwa y
or should  rec onvene the loc a l d rought c om m ittee
a t the ea rliest op p ortunity.
For rec om m end ed  resp onses, see the Monta na
Drought Pla n

Drought Impact Types - 
A = Agric ultura l - Soil Moisture, Ra nge c ond itions
H = Hyd rologic a l - W a ter Sup p lies, Strea m flow, 
Ground w a ter

http://drought.mt.gov

http://apps.msl.mt.gov/Geographic_Information/Maps/Drought

Monta na  County Moisture Sta tus - Clim a te Sum m a ry - Novem b er 13, 2014

Map Key
Drought Im pact Type

(Drought Alert)
(Severe Drought)

Monta na  W a ter Sup p ly a nd  Moisture Sta tus b y County - Novem b er 2014

Continenta lDivid e
Moisture Status
Current Month

Extrem ely Moist
Mod erately Moist
Slightly Moist
Nea r Avera ge (Norm a l)
Slightly Dry
Mod erately Dry
Extrem ely Dry

Ac c ord ing to the Na tiona l W ea ther Servic e, W a ter Yea r (Octob er 1, 2014 – Novem b er 13, 2014) p rec ip ita tion tota ls a t va lley eleva tions
ra nged  from  a b out 70 - to 90-p erc ent of norm a l for the southwest region; 90- to 115-p erc ent for the western region; 40- to 80-p erc ent
for the  northea stern region; 50- to 70-p erc ent for the c entra l region; 90- to 150 p erc ent for the northc entra l region; 30- to 70-p erc ent
for the southc entra l region, a nd  40- to 70-p erc ent for the southea st region, with exc ep tions in a ll seven regions a b ove.
Flows in the Yellowstone River Ba sin a re ra ted  a s b elow norm a l to norm a l; the Missouri River b a sin, norm a l to m uc h a b ove norm a l, a nd
the Cla rk Fork River Ba sin, b elow norm a l to a b ove norm a l a c c ord ing to the U SGS a s of Novem b er 13, 2014:
http ://wa terwa tc h.usgs.gov/new/ind ex.p hp ?id =ww_c urrent
T he Octob er 1, 2014 NRCS Surfa c e W a ter Sup p ly Ind ex (SW SI) m a p  ra tes only three of 54 Monta na  river b a sins a s b elow its Nea r
Avera ge legend  c a tegory: T he Bea verhea d  River b a sin in the hea d w a ters of the Missouri River b a sin, a nd  the North Fork of the Fla thea d
River a nd  Bitterroot River b a sins, b oth west of the Continenta l Divid e a nd  in the Cla rk Fork River b a sin, ra ted  a s Slightly Dry a t this tim e:
http ://ftp .geoinfo.m sl.mt.gov/Doc um ents/Ma p s/Collec tions/Surfa c eW a terSup p lyInd ex/SW SI_201410_m a p .p d f

Ac c ord ing to the week-end ing Oc tob er 26, 2014, U SDA NASS Crop  Progress rep ort, “Ra nge a nd  p a sture c ond itions rem a in a b ove la st
yea r a nd  the 5-yea r a vera ge with 52 p erc ent ra ted  a s good  to exc ellent, c om p a red  with 49 a nd  33 p erc ent resp ec tively. Ca ttle a re b eing
m oved  slightly b ehind  la st yea r a nd  the five-yea r a vera ge, with 72 p erc ent m oved , while sheep  a re b eing m oved  a hea d  of la st yea r a nd
the 5- yea r a vera ge with 85 p erc ent m oved . Sup p lem enta l feed ing of livestoc k ha d  b egun with 14-p erc ent of c a ttle a nd  27-p erc ent of
sheep  b eing fed . T op soil m oisture ra ted  a d eq ua te a nd  surp lus wa s 79 p erc ent, c om p a red  with 75 p erc ent la st yea r a nd  the 5-yea r
avera ge of 57 p erc ent. Sub soil m oisture wa s ra ted  81 p erc ent a d eq ua te a nd  surp lus c om p a red  with 72 p erc ent la st yea r a nd  the 5-yea r
avera ge of 52 p erc ent.”


