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Drought Alert - Governor's Drought
Ad visory Com m ittee strongly enc oura ges loc a l
offic ia ls to c onvene loc a l d rought c om m ittees.
Severe Drought - Loc a l offic ia ls
should  ha ve loc a l d rought p la nning efforts und erwa y
or should  rec onvene the loc a l d rought c om m ittee
a t the ea rliest op p ortunity.
For rec om m end ed  resp onses, see the Monta na
Drought Pla n

Drought Impact Types - 
A = Agric ultura l - Soil Moisture, Ra nge c ond itions
H = Hyd rologic a l - W a ter Sup p lies, Strea m flow, 
Ground wa ter

http://drought.mt.gov

http://apps.msl.mt.gov/Geographic_Information/Maps/Drought

Monta na  County Moisture Sta tus - Clim a te Sum m a ry

Map Key
Drought Impact Type

(Drought Alert)
(Severe Drought)

Monta na  W a ter Sup p ly a nd  Moisture Sta tus b y County - Sep tem b er 2014

Continenta lDivid e
Moisture Status

Extrem ely Moist
Mod era tely Moist
Slightly Moist
Nea r Avera ge (Norm a l)
Slightly Dry
Mod era tely Dry
Extrem ely Dry

  Ac c ord ing to the Na tiona l W ea ther Servic e, Crop  Yea r (Ap ril 1, 2014 – Sep tem b er 12, 2014) p rec ip ita tion tota ls thus fa r a t
va lley eleva tions ra nged  from  a b out 100 - to 110-p erc ent of norm a l for the southwest region; 80- to 110-p erc ent for the
western region; 120- to 150-p erc ent for the  northea stern region; 110- to 130-p erc ent for the c entra l region; 120- to 150
p erc ent for the northc entra l region; 100- to 120-p erc ent for the southc entra l region, a nd  120- to 140-p erc ent for the
southea st region, with exc ep tions in a ll seven regions of the sta te. 
  Flows in trib uta ries of the Yellowstone River Ba sin a re 75- to 100 p erc ent of norm a l, the Missouri River b a sin 75-to a b ove
90 p erc ent, a nd  the Cla rk Fork River Ba sin 70-90 p erc ent, or a ll ra ted  a s ”Norm a l” to “Ab ove norm a l”  a c c ord ing to the
U SGS a s of Sep tem b er 12, 2014: http ://wa terwa tc h.usgs.gov/new/ind ex.p hp ?id =ww_c urrent 
  T he Sep tem b er 1, 2014 NRCS Surfa c e W a ter Sup p ly Ind ex (SW SI) m a p  ra tes only two of 54 Monta na  river b a sins a s
b elow its Nea r Avera ge legend  c a tegory; the Bea verhea d  River b a sin a nd  the K ootena i b a sin a b ove Lib b y Da m , b oth ra ted
a s Slightly Dry: http ://a p p s.m sl.m t.gov/Geogra p hic _Inform a tion/Ma p s/wa tersup p ly/Surfa c eW a terSup p lyInd ex/Defa ult.a sp x 
  Ac c ord ing to the week-end ing August 31, U SDA NASS Crop  Progress rep ort,” Pa sture c ond itions c ontinue to im p rove d ue
to c ool tem p era tures a nd  wid esp rea d  p rec ip ita tion. Ra nge a nd  p a sture c ond itions were well a b ove the five yea r a vera ge with
50 p erc ent good  to exc ellent. Soil m oisture c ond itions im p roved  a c ross the sta te following a  series of ra instorm s. T op soil
m oisture ra ted  a d eq ua te a nd  surp lus wa s 86 p erc ent c om p a red  with 49 p erc ent la st yea r a nd  the 5-yea r a vera ge of 44
p erc ent. Sub soil m oisture wa s ra ted  84 p erc ent a d eq ua te a nd  surp lus c om p a red  with 57 p erc ent la st yea r a nd  the 5 yea r
a vera ge of 49 p erc ent. W inter W hea t ha rvest is wra p p ing up  with 95 p erc ent ha rvested .” Sp ring whea t c ond ition wa s ra ted
86 p erc ent Fa ir to Good  with 7 p erc ent Exc ellent. Prec ip ita tion c a used  flood ing in som e a rea s d ela ying ha rvest a nd  c a using
sm a ll gra ins to sp rout.


