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Drought Alert - Gove rnor's Drought
Ad visory Com m itte e  strongly e nc ourage s loc al
offic ials to c onve ne  loc al d rought c om m itte e s.

Severe Drought - Loc al offic ials
should  have  loc al d rought p lanning e fforts und e rway
or should  re c onve ne  the  loc al d rought c om m itte e
at the  e arlie st op p ortunity.
For re c om m e nd e d  re sp onse s, se e  the  M ontana Drought Plan

Drought Impact Types - 
A = Agric ultural - Soil M oisture , Range  c ond itions
H = Hyd rologic al - W ate r Sup p lie s, Stre am flow, Ground wate r

http://drought.mt.gov

http://nris.mt.gov/drought/

M ontana County M oisture  Status - Clim ate  Sum m ary

Map Key
Drought Impact Type

(Drought Alert)
(Severe Drought)

M ontana W ate r Sup p ly and  M oisture  Status b y County - Nove m b e r , 2013

Ac c ord ing to the  National W e athe r Se rvic e  Gre at Falls State  Offic e , Nove m b e r 2013 W e athe r and  Pre c ip itation Sum m ary, “Eve n
though m uc h of the  state  re c e ive d  b e low norm al p re c ip itation in Nove m b e r, state wid e  c om p osite  soil m oisture  c ond itions we re  0.6
p e rc e ntage  p oints ab ove  norm al. Ove r the  p ast 12 m onths, from  a state wid e  c om p osite  p e rsp e c tive , only one  m onth has re c ord e d
b e low norm al soil m oisture  c ond itions. This Nove m b e r ranks as the  fifth we tte st of re c ord .”
http ://www.wrh.noaa.gov/tfx/c lim ate /d roughtsum /p d fs/m ontanawx_2013_11.p d f 
Ac c ord ing to the  Nove m b e r 24 U SDA Agric ultural Statistic s Se rvic e  Crop -W e athe r Re p ort, “harve st of late  se ason c rop s c ontinue s
a b it b e hind  last ye ar with c orn and  grain harve ste d  at 73 p e rc e nt, just b e hind  last ye ar’s 78 p e rc e nt harve ste d . W inte r whe at
e m e rge nc e  is ahe ad  of last ye ar thanks to ad e quate  fall m oisture  b ut re p orte rs are  voic ing c onc e rn ove r the  lac k of snow c ove r on
the  fle d gling c rop  afte r sub ze ro te m p e rature s arrive d  this we e k.” W inte r whe at c ond ition is rate d  as 41-p e rc e nt Fair, 51-p e rc e nt
Good , and  5-p e rc e nt Exc e lle nt with 96-p e rc e nt e m e rge d  ove r 68-p e rc e nt e m e rge d  at this tim e  last ye ar. 
The  NRCS re p orts that as of De c e m b e r 12 snow wate r e quivale nt of the  state ’s m ountain snowp ac k range s from  96-p e rc e nt of
ave rage  in the  Lowe r Clark Fork Basin to 153 p e rc e nt in the  Sm ith, Jud ith, M usse lshe ll Basin with the  5 m ajor b asins we st of the
Divid e  ab out 110-p e rc e nt, and  the  M issouri and  the  Y e llowstone  Rive r Basins ab out 125-p e rc e nt, of the  p e riod  of re c ord  1981-2010.
http ://www.wc c .nrc s.usd a.gov/c gib in/snowup -grap h.p l?state =M T 
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Extre m e ly M oist
M od e rate ly M oist
Slightly M oist
Ne ar Ave rage  (Norm al)
Slightly Dry
M od e rate ly Dry
Extre m e ly Dry


