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Drought Alert - Gove rnor's Drou g ht
Advisory Com m itte e  strong ly e ncou ra g e s loca l
officia ls to conve ne  loca l drou g ht com m itte e s.

Severe Drought - Loca l officia ls
shou ld ha ve  loca l drou g ht pla nning  e fforts u nde rw a y
or shou ld re conve ne  the  loca l drou g ht com m itte e
a t the  e a rlie st opportu nity.
For re com m e nde d re sponse s, se e  the  Monta na  Drou g ht Pla n

Drought Impact Types - 
A = Ag ricu ltu ra l - Soil Moistu re , Ra ng e  conditions
H = Hydrolog ica l - Wa te r Su pplie s, Stre a m flow, Grou ndw a te r

http://drought.mt.gov

http://nris.mt.gov/drought/

Monta na  Cou nty Moistu re  Sta tu s - Clim a te  Su m m a ry

Map Key
Drought Impact Type

(Drought Alert)
(Severe Drought)

Monta na  Wa te r Su pply a nd Moistu re  Sta tu s b y Cou nty - Ma y 16, 2013

As of April 23, N RCS re porte d sta te w ide  g a ins in rive r b a sin snow  w a te r e qu iva le nts follow ing  spring  storm s w ith the
St. Ma ry-Milk Rive r Ba sin the  hig he st pe rce nta g e  of norm a l a t 138 pe rce nt. We st of the  Divide , a s of April 23, the  Koote na i
Rive r Ba sin w a s 112%; the  Fla the a d 115%; the  Uppe r Cla rk Fork 97%; Bitte rroot 99%, Low e r Cla rk Fork w a s 107% of a ve ra g e .
Ea st of the  Divide , the  Missou ri He a dw a te rs (Je ffe rson, Ma dison, Ga lla tin) w a s 96% of a ve ra g e ; the  He a dw a te rs Missou ri
Ma inste m  (Sm ith, Ju dith, Mu sse lshe ll) w a s 98%; the  Missou ri Ma inste m  Rive r Ba sin (Su n, Te ton, Ma ria s) w a s 108%, the  Uppe r
Y e llow stone  w a s 101%; the  Tong u e  w a s 101%, a nd the  low e r Y e llow stone  w a s 101% of the  30-ye a r a ve ra g e  1981-2010.
According  to the  N a tiona l We a the r Se rvice  Ma rch 22 Drou g ht Re port, Fe b ru a ry w a s the  sixth conse cu tive  m onth w ith a b ove
norm a l te m pe ra tu re s for the  sta te , a nd the  te nth of the  pa st tw e lve  m onths w ith a b ove  norm a l te m pe ra tu re s. The  m onthly
a ccu m u la te d pre cipita tion a cross Monta na  for Fe b ru a ry w a s m ostly b e low  norm a l. The  w e tte st a re a s w e re  portions w e st of the
divide  a nd the  m ou nta ins. Fe b ru a ry w a s the  se ve nth in the  pa st 12 m onths to ha ve  b e low  norm a l pre cipita tion.
The  April 22, 2013 USDA Crop We a the r Re port note s tha t “Monta na  e xpe rie nce d a nothe r cold, snow y w e e k du ring  the  w e e k
e nding  April 21. Chinook re ce ive d the  hig he st a m ou nt of pre cipita tion for the  w e e k w ith 1.18 inche s of m oistu re . Most othe r
sta tions re porte d re ce iving  0.01 to 1.12 inche s of pre cipita tion. The  w e a the r ou tlook for April 29th throu g h Ma y 5th is for a b ove
norm a l te m pe ra tu re s a nd b e low  norm a l pre cipita tion b oth e a st a nd w e st of the  Gre a t Divide . Winte r w he a t condition is ra te d 51
pe rce nt g ood to e xce lle nt, com pa re d to 52 pe rce nt g ood to e xce lle nt from  la st ye a r a nd the  5-ye a r a ve ra g e  of 56 pe rce nt g ood
to e xce lle nt.”

Contine nta lDivide
Moisture Status
May 2013

Extre m e ly Moist
Mode ra te ly Moist
Slig htly Moist
N e a r Ave ra g e  (N orm a l)
Slig htly Dry
Mode ra te ly Dry
Extre m e ly Dry


