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Drought Alert - Governor's Droug h t
Advisory Com m ittee strong ly enc oura g es loc a l
offic ia ls to c onvene loc a l droug h t c om m ittees.

Severe Drought - Loc a l offic ia ls
sh ould h a ve loc a l droug h t pla nning  efforts underw a y
or sh ould rec onvene th e loc a l droug h t c om m ittee
a t th e ea rliest opportunity.
For rec om m ended responses, see th e Monta na  Droug h t Pla n

Drought Impact Types - 
A = Ag ric ultura l - Soil Moisture, Ra ng e c onditions
H = Hydrolog ic a l - Wa ter Supplies, Strea m flow , Groundw a ter

http://drought.mt.gov

http://nris.mt.gov/drought/

Monta na  County Moisture Sta tus - Clim a te Sum m a ry

Map Key
Drought Impact Type

(Drought Alert)
(Severe Drought)

Monta na  Wa ter Supply a nd Moisture Sta tus b y County - Ma rc h  20, 2013

Ac c ording  to th e Grea t Fa lls Na tiona l Wea th er Servic e Ja nua ry 2013 Wea th er/Prec ipita tion Sum m a ry, “a  w ea k ridg e of h ig h
pressure a loft dom ina ted th e w ea th er a c ross m uc h  of Monta na  during  Ja nua ry“. Th e ridg e of h ig h  pressure produc ed
tem pera tures th a t a vera g ed nea r to a b ove norm a l a c ross th e sta te. South w est va lleys tra pped c old a ir keeping  da ily low s a s
m uc h  a s 10 F b elow  norm a l. Ja nua ry w a s th e tenth  of th e pa st tw elve m onth s w ith  a b ove norm a l tem pera tures. 
Sc a ttered a rea s of th e sta te rec eived a b ove norm a l prec ipita tion “w ith  a  la rg e sw a th  th roug h  th e c entra l reg ion a nd th e
north w est b elow  norm a l,” m a king  Ja nua ry th e first m onth  sinc e O c tob er to a vera g e b elow  norm a l prec ipita tion sta tew ide.
Th e w ettest a rea s w ere over portions of th e w est a nd m ounta inous a rea s.” From  Ja nua ry 11th  to th e 14th , a  snow storm
b roug h t b lizza rd c onditions to th e north ea st w ith  a  foot or m ore of snow fa ll. Hig h  w inds c a used drifting  a s m uc h  a s 9 feet h ig h
a t Sc ob ey. Th e w estern pa rt of th e sta te rec eived g enerous a m ounts from  th is event a s w ell. South w est m ounta ins a nd th e
Hig h w oods a nd Belts rec eived a s m uc h  a s 15-inc h es of snow .
Th e NRCS Snow  Survey reported th a t a s of Feb rua ry 19, snow  w a ter c ontent for th e Colum b ia  River Ba sin of Monta na  w a s 87
perc ent of norm a l; th e Missouri River Ba sin w a s 90 perc ent, a nd th e Yellow stone Ba sin 88 perc ent of a vera g e for th e period of
rec ord 1981-2010.NO AA’s Clim a te Predic tion Center (CPC) Feb rua ry 19, 8- to 14-da y (Feb  27- Ma r 5) c lim a te outlook c a lls for
40- to 50-perc ent c h a nc e for a b ove norm a l tem pera tures a nd b elow  a vera g e prec ipita tion. Th e CPC Feb rua ry 7 ENSO  O utlook
c a lls for neutra l c onditions for th e North ern Hem isph ere th roug h  spring . ENSO -neutra l m ea ns th a t th ere is little if a ny
c onfidenc e for La  Nina  c onditions (usua lly w etter a nd c ooler w inter for Monta na ) or El Nino c onditions (drier a nd w a rm er for
Monta na ). Th is does not m ea n th a t th e sta te w ill not experienc e w ide sw ing s in tem pera ture a nd prec ipita tion (w ea th er)
h ow ever due to th e w ide ra ng e of na tura l va ria b ility of th e sta te’s c lim a te.
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