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Drought Alert - Gove rnor's Droug ht
Ad visory Com m itte e  strong ly e ncoura g e s loca l
officia ls to conve ne  loca l d roug ht com m itte e s.

Severe Drought - Loca l officia ls
should  ha ve  loca l d roug ht pla nning  e fforts und e rwa y
or should  re conve ne  the  loca l d roug ht com m itte e
a t the  e a rlie st opportunity.
For re com m e nd e d  re sponse s, se e  the  Monta na  Droug ht Pla n

Moisture Status
October 2012

Extre m e ly Moist
Mod e ra te ly Moist
Slig htly Moist
N e a r Ave ra g e  (N orm a l)
Slig htly Dry
Mod e ra te ly Dry
Extre m e ly Dry

Drought Impact Types - 
A = Ag ricultura l - Soil Moisture , Ra ng e  cond itions
H = Hyd rolog ica l - W a te r Supplie s, Stre a m flow, Ground wa te r

http://drought.mt.gov

http://nris.mt.gov/drought/

Monta na  County Moisture  Sta tus - Clim a te  Sum m a ry

Map Key

Drought Impact Type

(Drought Alert)
(Severe Drought)

Monta na  W a te r Supply a nd  Moisture  Sta tus by County - Octobe r 15, 2012

Accord ing  to the  USDA Crop-W e a the r Re port re le a se d  Octobe r 30, 2012, “An e a rly winte r storm  broug ht snow a nd  fre e zing  te m pe ra ture s to a
wid e  swa th of Monta na  d uring  the  we e k e nd ing  Octobe r 28. W e st Y e llowstone  re ce ive d  the  la rg e st a m ount of pre cipita tion for the  we e k with
1.13 inche s of m oisture  a nd  m ost othe r sta tions sa w 0.10 to 1.07 inche s of pre cipita tion. The  cold e st re porte d  low of -1F wa s re cord e d  in
W e st Y e llowstone  followe d  by Cut Ba nk with 1 d e g re e .” The  N a tiona l W e a the r Se rvice  re porte d  pre cipita tion for the  pe riod  April 1 to Octobe r 28
ra ng e d  from  a bout 75- to 100-pe rce nt for the  northwe st, northce ntra l, a nd  the  northe a st re g ions with the  ce ntra l, southce ntra l, southwe st, a nd
southe a st re g ions fa ring  worse  a t a round  45- to 70-pe rce nt of a ve ra g e .
Topsoil m oisture  a d e qua te  a nd  surplus is 36 pe rce nt com pa re d  with 48 pe rce nt la st ye a r a nd  the  5 ye a r a ve ra g e  of 60 pe rce nt. Subsoil m oisture
wa s 17 pe rce nt a d e qua te  a nd  surplus com pa re d  to 50 pe rce nt la st ye a r. Ra ng e  cond itions for the  re porting  we e k a re  74 pe rce nt poor to ve ry
poor, we ll be low la st ye a r a nd  27 pe rce nt for the  5 ye a r a ve ra g e . Move m e nt of live stock from  sum m e r ra ng e s is wra pping  up with 82 pe rce nt of
ca ttle  m ove d . W inte r whe a t cond ition is just be hind  la st ye a r a t this tim e  with 31 pe rce nt ra te d  a s g ood  to e xce lle nt. 
The  N OAA Clim a te  Pre d iction Ce nte r (CPC) 8- to 14-d a y clim a te  outlook m a d e  N ove m be r 1 ind ica te s tha t be twe e n the  9th a nd  15th,
te m pe ra ture s a re  e xpe cte d  to be  a ve ra g e  we st of the  Divid e , a nd  slig htly a bove  a ve ra g e  e a st sid e  of the  Divid e . For the  sa m e  pe riod ,
pre cipita tion is e xpe cte d  to be  slig htly a bove  a ve ra g e  we st of the  Divid e , a nd  a bove  a ve ra g e  for the  e ntire  sta te  e a st of the  Divid e .
The  N RCS Surfa ce  W a te r Supply Ind e x d a te d  Octobe r 12, 2012 ind ica te d  tha t of 55 rive r ba sins sta te wid e , 8 we re  ra nke d  a s Extre m e ly Dry
a nd  loca te d  in the  he a d wa te rs of the  Y e llowstone  a nd  Missouri rive rs in southce ntra l a nd  southe a ste rn Monta na . Alm ost a ll rive r ba sins we st
of the  Contine nta l Divid e  re m a ine d  in the  N e a r Ave ra g e  ca te g ory, la rg e ly d ue  to the  e ffe cts of the  2011-2012 La  N ina . The  CPC re ports tha t the
El N ino e ve nt tha t be g a n form ing  in July continue s with bord e rline  EN SO-ne utra l/we a k El N ino cond itions e xpe cte d  into the  N orthe rn
He m isphe re  winte r 2012-2013 with the  possibility of stre ng the ning  in the  ne xt fe w m onths.  

Contine nta l Divid e


